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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attachment(s) 

1) £3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) D Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 2 




Application/Control Number: 09/977,334 
Art Unit: 2613 



Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



2. Claims 1 - 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Barnes (US 6,122,315). 

Regarding claim 1, Barnes '315 teaches a digital decompression (decoding) 
system that decompressed digital data to restore original data (i.e. abstract), and 
plurality of memory areas in which the decompressed data is stored (i.e. fig. 6), and 
flags, provided so as to correspond one for one with the plural memory areas, which 
indicate whether stored data is all predetermined logical values, and when data to be 
written to the memory areas is all predetermined logical values, the corresponding flags 
are set to a first state. Barnes '31 5 (i.e. fig. 9c, col. 1 0, lines 30+, col. 1 1 , lines 1 +) 
teaches plural memory areas and flag and the four state output. Barnes '315 fails to 
explicitly teach predetermined logical value. However Barnes '315 teaches the logical 
values and plurality of memory areas and status flag, and four state of the logical values 
as discussed above, which makes it obvious that the four state of logical values is a 
preset or predetermined logical values. 
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Regarding claims 2, and 6, Barnes '315 teaches the claimed limitation "wherein 
the predetermined logical value is a logical "0", and "outputs data of logical "0", reads on 
Barnes '315 (i.e. fig. 9c, 414). 

Regarding claims 3 - 5, the claimed limitation "arithmetic circuit for performing 

computations reads on Barnes '315 (i.e. fig. 9a - 9c) logical circuit including the 

AND gate and OR gate for adding and multiplying the data items. 

Regarding claims 7, and 8, Barnes '315 teaches the claimed limitation "digital 
data to be decompressed is an audio data, " reads on (i.e. fog. 4). 

Regarding claims 9 - 1 1 , the claimed limitations are substantially similar to claims 
1 _ 4 j therefore the grounds for rejecting claims 1 - 4, also apply here. As for additional 

limitation " predetermined method and proper format" reads on (i.e. abstract, MPEG 
decoder), and as for the additional limitation "performing counting of the number of valid 
data, in claim 11) reads on (i.e. col. 1 1 , lines 1+) thus teaches the counter registers. 



3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Behrooz Senfi whose telephone 
number is (703)305-0132. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Kelley can be reached on (703)305-4856. 



Conclusion 



Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
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Washington, D.C. 20231 



Or faxed to: 



(703) 872-9314 



Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relative to the status of the application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office 
whose telephone number is (703) 306-0377. <^~~~~>< 
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